Visitors FAQ’s (Frequently Asked Questions)

How far is the Research Station from the village?
The Agumbe Rainforest Research Station is around 1.5 kilometers from the Agumbe village. 

How to reach ARRS from the Agumbe Bus Stand?
There are 2 auto rickshaws usually at the Agumbe Bus Stand. You may ask either of them to take you to 'the king cobra research center' or ‘Kaalinga’ (which is the kannada name for king cobra). If both don’t work then ask for 'Gowri Shankar' and they will drop you at the Research Station. 

Is electricity available at ARRS?
The research station is run on solar and micro hydel (during monsoons) and hence power is very limited which calls for responsible usage. Charging of camera batteries and mobiles are permitted.

Can I use my mobile at ARRS?
Mobiles do not work at the research station. The only mobile operator at Agumbe is the BSNL (Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited). Airtel and Spice networks work occasionally. There are no STD / ISD facilities at Agumbe village and one needs to travel to Megavarahalli or Thirthahalli (30Km from ARRS) to make STD / ISD calls.

Can I make telephone calls from the research station?
It is only possible to make local calls (calls within the state of Karnataka) from our telephone lines. Visitors are requested to use them only during emergencies.  

Is there access to the internet?
Internet facilities are not available at Agumbe Village. 
Are permissions required to travel around Agumbe?
Agumbe Reserve forests falls under the purview of the Anti Naxal squad, which is a special police force deputed to target and remove a group of anti-social elements called the Naxalites. In view of this the anti naxal squad conducts regular combing operations in these forests. Hence any person visiting Agumbe or willing to venture into the Agumbe Reserve forests or other adjoining forests must seek permission and intimate the police station. Since visitors are part of ARRS, the ARRS staff does this on behalf of them. Hence it is required that all visitors strictly adhere to rules and regulations at ARRS for their own safety and for ARRS's safety.

Is non-vegetarian food served at ARRS?
Mostly vegetarian food dominates the menu but occasionally non-vegetarian food is also served. 

What languages are spoken?
In the research station most staff members speak English. Locals who work at the farm speak Kannada and to a certain extent manage to communicate in Hindi. 

Is there a hospital near by?
At ARRS we have first aid facilities with basic medicines. We have a Primary Health center. However there are no pharmaceutical shops that sell medicines. It is hence required that visitors carry their own medicines with them. Hospital with admission and emergency facilities are available at Melige Hospital,Thirthahalli approximately 32km away from ARRS.  

Do I get a locker / cupboard? 
At present no locker or cupboard is available. We advise visitors to keep all personal belongings in their own bags. It is a close knit environment and trust is a big factor among all members at ARRS. There has not been a single incidence of any kind of theft till date. 

Can I collect specimens, fossils/ shells / rocks etc? 
No. Nothing from the forest can be removed. This is against law unless specific permissions from the Karnataka State Forest Department are sought.

Can I venture into the forest alone?
Visitors are allowed to move alone within the premises of ARRS only after informing the ARRS staff. If venturing outside the premises it is mandatory that visitors be accompanied by a field assistant / local tracker. This is to ensure your safety.

Is handling of animals allowed at ARRS?
Handling of any animals in the Agumbe Reserve Forest or within the premises of ARRS is strictly prohibited by all visitors unless under exceptional conditions and under supervision of the conservation officer.  

Can we wear camouflaged clothes?
Camouflaged or olive or khaki colored clothes or bags are strictly prohibited. Reason being, since both the anti naxal squad and Naxalites  prefer these colors it is important for visitors to distinguish themselves by choosing other colored clothes and accessories (black, grey, brown, blue). This ensures that visitors are not suspected by either groups and also gives a clear indication to villagers of their neutral position. 

How can I avoid leech and tick bites?
Leeches in the monsoon and ticks during other times are a given in the rainforest. While you may not be able to completely avoid you may use certain methods to control. One may apply Neem oil or Lemon grass oil before venturing into forests. We advise visitors to take bath every evening and use antiseptics such as Dettol or Savlon. Applying turmeric powder to wounds also serves well as an antiseptic. 

